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Higashi Honganji Shosei-en (Kikokutei) Garden
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ﬁ Craft is an art form in which the creator selects
/\

a particular material and brings it to life through
imagination and skill. In ceramics, for example,

clay and glazes are shaped and transformed Yea
through the firing process into forms unique to /—J a
the artist. In textiles, dyes and threads are

combined to create expressions of color and , \
pattern. The same is true for lacquerware,

metalwork, woodwork, glass, kirikane (gold leaf
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decoration), and leather—each work emerges
from the union of material and creativity.
Doll-making, while defined by its figurative
nature, also relies on materials such as wood,
paulownia clay, cloth, or Japanese paper, and
artists carefully shape expressions, gestures,
costumes, and atmosphere to convey a sense of

presence and narrative.

This exhibition introduces the world of craft,
where everything begins with the material itself,
through the works of about 80 members of the
Kyoto Kogei Association, an organization rooted
in Kyoto—Japan’s foremost city of craft with a

rich history of culture and art.

Within the unique setting of ShOsei-en Garden,
part of Higashi Honganji Temple with its
traditional Japanese architecture and landscape,
visitors will encounter a space where diverse
craftworks breathe and coexist. Here, the works
resonate with one another and with the
surrounding architecture and garden, revealing
new dimensions of beauty. We invite you to
experience this once-in-a-lifetime encounter with
the living world of Kyoto’s craft arts.

Curated by Kazuko Todate, craft historian and professor

at Tama Art University
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Higashi Honganji Shosei-en (Kikokutei) Garden
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Shosei-en is a garden located 3-4 minutes walk east of Higashi Honganji Temple. It is
designated as a national place of scenic beauty as a Buddhist temple garden with

seasonal flowers in full bloom.

Visitors will be able to enjoy the scenery of a beautiful garden outside the windows of four
buildings that are usually closed to the public: Rofu-tei, Rinchi-tei, Tekisui-ken, and Ro-an,

as well as enjoy the exhibition.
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Hours

9:00 AM ~ 5:00 PM

(R AH 4:30 PM)

Last Entry
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Admission Fee (Donation for Garden Maintenance)
Adults (18+): ¥700 / Youth (13-18): ¥300 / Youth (12 or younger): Free
In addition to the admission fee, any amount of donation will be greatly appreciated.
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Higashi Honganji Shosei-en (Kikokutei) Garden

Aino-machi Higashi-iru, Shimo-juzuya-machi-dori,

Shimogyo-ku,Kyoto City, Kyoto
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%10 minutes walk from JR Kyoto, ,subway Gojo, and Keihan Shichi-jo stations. stations.
%NO PARKING AT SHOSEI-EN GARDEN. If you come by car, please use the
coin-operated parking lot across from Shosei-en Garden. Visitors to Shosei-en

Garden can use that parking lot for 40 minutes, free of charge.
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